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Supporting Communication and Language

To help your child with communication and language, you can

Understand that there are many skills to learn before speech.
Below is the building blocks of communication development.

Play and Interaction Skills

Attention and Listening Skills

There are many great ideas to support you to help you know more, and how you can help your child
develop communication skills.

Click here: Speech, Lanquage and Communication Toolkit for Early Years 2022

(p56-57) Attention and Listening Skills

(p58-59) Play and Intercation Skills

(p 74 - 89) Use of Language
(p 74-89) Speech

If you have any concerns about your child’s speech and language talk to their Early Years Setting, as
they can support you in knowing what to do next. You can also visit the Bedford Borough Speech &
Language Therapy Service found on the Bedford Borough Local Offer website.

Here are some more useful websites you might like to explore.

» Literacy Trust: Support for parents and families. Literacy Trust for families
* Book Trust: Find children’s books for every age, tips advice and reading guides. Book Trust
* Cbeebies for grownups: Tips and ideas for families. Cbeebies for grownups

 Speech and Language UK: ages and stage for parents and a guide to the typical stages of speech
and language development in babies, children and young people. Speech and Language UK

« To find information about how to join your local Library please visit The Virtual Library



https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Pre-School-Screen-leaflet-SLT-Beds-March-2022.pdf
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=YE369ikbMEw
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=YE369ikbMEw
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/
https://virtual-library.culturalservices.net/cgi-bin/vlib.sh?enqtype=REGISTER
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Where else can you get ideas and support?

If your child is not in a setting yet, you can search for suitable childcare (Early Years education) in the
comfort of your own home by using our Childcare Local Offer. If you need further support then our
Family Information Service can help you to find suitable childcare.

To help you make an informed decision on the right childcare setting we have some questions that
you might want to consider when you make contact with the Early Years Setting (link here).

If you want to know how to pay for the childcare (Early Years education) then visit the Governments
website Childcare Choices that will provide you with choices on how to pay for the childcare (Early
Years education).

Our Children Centre’s can also provide you with a timetable of their play and stay sessions here
Children Centre.



https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=1&localofferagebands=1
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/schools-education-and-childcare/early-years-and-childcare/family-information-service/family
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://oneymca.org/what-we-do/family-work/ecp/

